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ABSTRACT 

The measurement of the evolution of illiteracy is the 
focus of this study. An elementary method for estimating the 
short-term evolution of the number of illiterates forms the subject 
of the first part of this analysis. This method is based on the 
demographic growth rate, the product of the school system and past 
trends. The second part is devoted to the examination of the 
evolution of the number of illiterates and of the rate of literacy in 
an attempt to arrive at coefficients which may facilitate the 
adoption of a literacy policy based more on rational than on 
empirical considerations. It is divided into two chapters, the first 
one relating to the evolution process of illiteracy. This evolution 
is influenced by the growth rate of the number of newly literate, the 
initial literacy rate, the rate of demographic growth, these various 
factors being taken together. The second chapter shows how to measure 
changes in the literacy rate and in the number of illiterates. 

Changes in the literacy rate depend on; the initial literacy rate; 
and the difference between the rate of increase of those made 
literate and the demographic growth rate. The number of illiterates 
diminishes when the rate of increase of those made literate is higher 
than the result of the demographic growth rate divided by the 
literacy rate of the previous year. (Author/DB) 



...."the most monstrous, the most scandalous 
of all the many instances of wasted human 
potential : illiteracy, which still, at the 
present time, keeps more than one-third of 
the human race in a state of helplessness, 
below the level of modern civilization# 

When shall we make up our minds to eliminate 
this scourge from the face of the earth?" 



Message from Mr. Rene Maheu, 
Director General of Unesco, 
on the 1st day of the year 
1970 - International Education Year 
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In the struggle waged by 
African countries to confirm the 
independence by modernizing the 
structures of their economy and 
their society, illiteracy some- 
times appears as an index of 
poverty and, at others, as the 
cause of a specific impasse, but 
more often than not as a dange- 
rous symptom of man' s inaptitude 
for change,, 

A diagnosis is not a cure. 
Forging ahead is not enough eith> 
Considering the present state of 
resources and the technical mean; 
of disseminating knowledge, extr* 
patience is needed to make a 
sqciety literate. Enthusiasm am 
energy should be backed by ratioi 
projects with successive targets 
classified according to urgent 
needs and priorities - according 
to strategy. 

So what holds true for endei 
disease or, even more so, for tr; 
ditional attitudes within social , 
groups, also applies to illitera<; 
Its character, its magnitude, it.- 
tendencies must be identified. 
different national groups, the s:\ 
and shape of the illiteracy prob'. 
varies. Blanket literacy pro- 
grammes, which couple functional 1 
education for adults with school ? 
education for the young must de- | 
pend on a specific diagnosis in J 
which fine variables should be 
carefully examined; 



- the population growth rate 

- the population breakdown 

(per age group) 

- the literacy rate for each 

age group 

- the number of new literates 

trained through adult edu- 
cation 

- the number of school-trained 

literates. 

This study aims to offer 
a tool for making such analyses, 
for which the reader’s patience 
and concentration will be more 
important than his mathematical 
skills. It may be used to 
evaluate the real impact of 
educational efforts on the pro- 
gress made in literacy rates 
and numbers or to assess the 
scope of the effort needed to 
reach an objective defined in 
terms of rates or numbers in a 
given period of time. 

As such, this tool may 
help planners, in view of the 
objectives and means available, 
to outline reasonable possible 
projects to be judged by the 
political leaders. 



R, Hennion 



TECHNIQUES 
FOR ANALYZING CHANGE 
IN LITERACY RATES 
AND IN THE NUMBER OF ILLITERATES 

by Christ lane Vaugrante 



Translated from the original 
French text 

Dakar, August 1970 
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